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Stacy Collins:
Hello, and welcome to section one of ReadCon. I can't say that we're particularly happy about the reasons why this collection of resources has been put together, but we are very glad that you find yourself here to seek out more knowledge, more background, more thought leadership, and more strategies for actions that you can take to be as impactful and effective in this fight that we all find ourselves in, pushing back against heightened book censorship.
So, my name is Stacy Collins. I am your friendly neighborhood disembodied voice that you will find throughout this section. And this recording is to give you a general lay of the land of what you will find here.
So, the section is broken down into three modules. The first is book censorship and US libraries and abridged history. Very abridged history, I should say.
The second is book bans and bias. And we may be talking a little bit more deeply than the library's typical discussion of bias. Suffice it to say, we're not just talking unconscious bias and other things like that.
Our third module is cultural literacy and responsiveness in the fight against bans. That will be a resource heavy... You won't hear quite as much from me in that one. It really is a set of resources for folks to take advantage of and equip their various toolkits as needed.
Now, keeping in mind what we all know that everybody who is sort of in this fight also has other work, other obligations, lots of things that are sort of pulling at and taking up time. And so, with that in mind, we have also organized this section's resources into what we are calling mixtapes, or depending on your generation, maybe a Spotify playlist is a better description. But a mixtape, a curated list of resources to check out, depending on what your specific goals might be for moving through this section.
So, the first of the mixtapes is called Fight the Power, to provide a historical context, introduction to thought leadership, and an introduction to some of the main strategies that have come up, both historically and in our current moment. This is for folks who are really sort of on the front lines. You are anticipating a battle or currently fighting one, and you're looking for the effective arguments, the effective strategies, the effective spaces, and that sort of direct support in your fight.
The second mixtape is the I Want to Know mixtape. This is for folks who are looking for a deeper dive into book censorship and its relationship to US libraries. This might be something that current students are interested in to complement the work that you're doing in your programs right now. This also might be for recent graduates who are looking around at the field and all the many fires that we are currently trying to fight and put out around censorship, and realizing maybe their program didn't quite have the same depth of content in this area that makes you feel confident. So, this would be a way to sort of get that as you're stepping out into the field.
And then, our last mixtape is the Why Should I Worry mixtape. So, this one is sort of focusing on what the threats to public and school libraries that we're dealing with at the moment mean for other LIS spaces, particularly academic libraries, and the academic freedom that a lot of folks think sort of protects those collections. And I am sorry to say that it probably will not, and in fact, we're seeing that happen now.
So, that is a mixtape for folks who are not currently working in public and school libraries who find that this is not a topic of concern, or constant conversation in staff meetings, and other sort of daily work discussions, because this is not part of the daily issues that you're facing in your library setting. So, you want to get up to speed, and you also want a window into, well, what does this mean for my kind of library? What does this mean for my collections? And the protections around censorship that we want to uphold.
So, you can follow the mixtapes, which will hopefully be an efficient use of your time, especially if your time is limited.
Now, of course, please do feel free to move through these resources and take as much time as you wish with them. You certainly don't have to follow our suggestions. Go for the resources that look to be the most relevant to your needs. And, of course, I'm a big fan of, "Is that a list of resources? I will start at the top and work my way right to the bottom." Look at absolutely everything. I want to know everything that's going on. That is just as encouraged as anything else.
Please, as you move through this section, as you move through all of the sections, take what you need and take what serves your needs the best. And we'll see you sort of on the other side.
You will find more discussions from me throughout the section. I will say, after a lot of feedback and my own experience with resources and modules that are broken down like this, accessible online, I've found that when the folks that put them together offer a lot of videos, it can be hard to find the space and time to sort of sit down and watch, right? Got a lot of stuff to do during the day, and sometimes being able to simply listen can be better. So, that is what we are sort of giving a try here.
So, you'll hear more from me, but hopefully it will just be audio discussions to help sort of ground different resources, provide some context, at some points offering discussion that isn't necessarily happening in a lot of resources just yet. But hopefully, the fact that you'll be able to listen to those, sort of like a podcast, means that you'll be able to make this work better in and around your schedule. And, again, hopefully aligning with your needs as you're all working towards becoming more equipped, more effective, and looking for that support and strategy to fight censorship as well as we all can. So, you'll hear from me more throughout this section, and thank you for being here.
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